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University of Minnesota, Morris
Campus Assembly Minutes
January 24, 1983
The meeting was called to order by the Provost at 4:05 p.m.
I.

Announcement
Provost Imholte reminded the Assembly members of the January 26
legislative visit to UMM. Some members of the Education Division
of the House Appropriations Committee and the Education Subcommittee
of the Senate Finance Committee will be here. A memo has already
gone out regarding the visit and a second memo is forthcoming. The
Provost then gave a brief description of legislators who would be
present.

II.

Curricular Proposals (continued from January 17 Assembly meeting)
B.

Division of the Social Sciences (Political Science)
Discussion resumed on the Political Science curricular proposal.
The provost stated that discussion would begin with whatever
comments the Dean or someone from Political Science wished to
make. He also announced that a written amendment would then be
offered.
Lee opened the discussion by reiterating what the Political Science
discipline was proposing and why they were proposine it: (1) First,
the track reflects an effort to have more and better Political
Science opportunities in cooperation with cognate disciplines, and
(2) this track reflects efforts to meet the needs of students who
have expressed their interest in a career in public service.
Lee stated that the proposed track supports the attainment of students'
intellectual growth and their career oriented preparation. The word
career should not be treated as a "dirty" word. Career preparation
is a wholesome fruition of a liberal arts education. Where possible,
we should try to accommodate the needs of the students.
Lee also said that the proposed track does not claim that it is the
way to prepare students for public service or for the study of law.
He did not feel that an apology was necessary for the emphasis on
the quantative skill in the program. At a time of retrenchment,
cooperation is needed among all disciplines. The program is not
being proposed for the discipline's selfish interest, but for the
welfare of UMM and its students. He urged support for the program.
Hart then offered a written amendment to the proposal. In the
Political Science proposal, on page 3, the next to last paragraph
would be amended as follows: (1) Delete from category (b) "Communication
Skills" and the speech courses mentioned there. (2) Add category (c)
Ethical and Moral Issues/Communication Skills: English 3110, 3316
Philosophy 3210, 3260; Spanish 3605; and Speech 3404, 3300, 3310, 3321.
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Hart indicated that he was not opposed to the proposal. He did
have concerns about developing the proposal in a cooperative way
in order to offer students the very best we can. He included a
statement from The Chronicle of Higher Education concerning the
importance of links between the social scient ists and the humanists.
Hart noted that he was not saying that math skills should not be
emphasized, but that there are areas shown in the new category
(c) that are just as important. He then spoke briefly to the courses
included in category (c).
Dean Blake asked if Hart's amendment would then add two courses to
what is recommended. He confirmed that it would.
Lee stated that the Political Science discipline would welcome any
amendment that would improve the proposal, and that they would
accept this amendment.
Ahern objected to the amendment and said that if. it were accepted,
it would mean that faculty in Humanities would teach 10 of the
credits in the major. He stressed that this was a track within a
discipline major and in no way should it suggest that it is the public
affairs program at UMM. He did not want to build in a false impression
that it was an interdisciplinary program.
Uehling noted that Ahern's assumption that 10 credits would be taught
by Humanities faculty was incorrect. It would be possible for a
student to pursue this particular track and never take Humanities
courses. Lee agreed and said it would depend on individual need.
Farrell felt that it was important to broaden the Humanities aspects
of the proposal. Uehling stated that all the amendment does is give
Political Science students a strong recommendation to consult with
their advisers.
Guyotte said he would vote against the amendment because he felt it
was procedurally wrong. He felt it should have been brought up at
an earlier time and not on the floor of the Assembly.
A student commented that he was also opposed to the amendment.
felt that some disciplines were just trying to sell their own
courses instead of considering what was best for the students.

He

Klinger wondered what consultation had taken place. Hart said that
discussion had occurred in the Curriculum Committee and that people
in the Social Science Division were aware of some of the objections
and concerns that he had. There was also a great deal of discussion
in the attempt to come up with courses in Humanities that should be
taught.
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It was moved and seconded to call the question. The ayes carried
and the amendment was put before the Assembly. The amendment
carried with 56 in favor, 9 against, and 4 abstentions.
Kahng moved the question and it was seconded.
proposal passed by voice vote.

C.

6.

Psychology proposal passed.

7.

Sociology proposal passed.

The Political Science

Division of Science & Mathematics
1.

Biology proposal passed.

2.

Biology, Chemistry, Geology, and Physics Teaching Minors proposal passed.

3.

Computer Science
Dean Blake commented briefly on the proposal since the Curriculum
Committee vote was not unanimous. She indicated that the Curriculum
Committee had discussed the proposal at length and felt that the
addition of the 10th course in this area was a logical one.
Seime stated that she had taken the Computers in Society course and
found it to be intimidating because she had not had previous
experience with computers. She compared the experience to a student
with little math background taking a beginning course in algebra
with students who had already completed courses in advanced math.
Richards commented that although he had no previous work in computers,
he had completed the course with no difficulty.
Olson thought Seime had hit upon an important item, but felt there
was little that could be done about it except to alert the instructor .
Farrell agreed and felt that the problem was not one that could be
handled on the Assembly floor at this time.
The Computer Science proposal passed.

D.

4.

Geology proposal passed.

5.

Mathematics proposal passed.

6.

Physical Science proposal passed.

Division of the Humanities
1.

French proposal passed.
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2.

German proposal passed.

3.

Philosophy proposal passed.

4.

Spanish proposal passed.

5.

Speech
Straw raised a question on the Speech proposal'. Since only one
speech course would contain practical experience in speaking,
would it accommodate the same number of students that Speech 1100
and 1101 had done? Ilkka said that the 1100 course will be
expanded somewhat, but would probably accommodate slightly fewer
students than the two courses had done previously. He did
indicate that every effort would be made to accommodate students
who needed the course. The Speech proposal passed.

6.
E.

Studio Art proposal passed.

Division of Education
1.

Elementary Education proposal passed.

2.

Health Education proposal passed.

3;

Physical Education proposal passed.

4.

Secondary Education proposal passed.

The provost announced that there would be two more Assembly meetings this
quarter to handle the revision of the By-Laws.
The meeting adjourned at 5:10.
?ubmitted by Pat Tanner

